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Taxation without representation, or without the consent in some form of those who are to be taxed, is contrary to the 
fundamental principles of good government. 


Taxation without representation, or without the consent in some form of those who are to be taxed, is vicious in principle 


and contrary to the fundamental principles of good government. ! However, the principle of representation applies to political 
communities, as such, and not to individuals, and is satisfied by their adequate representation in the legislative body which votes 


the tax.” The maxim declaring that there should be no taxation without representation is to be given very restricted meaning and 


does not mean that no person can be taxed unless that person is represented, in the body that determines the amount of tax to be 


levied, by someone for whom that person has a right to vote.” Although the maxim is not contained in most constitutions,“ one 


state constitution provides that "[n]o subsidy, charge, tax, impost, or duty, shall be established, fixed, or levied, under any pretext 


whatsoever, without the consent of the people, or their representatives in the legislature, or authority derived from that body."? 
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Footnotes 

1 Pa.—Keasy v. Bricker, 60 Pa. 9, 1868 WL 7332 (1868). 
Meaning of maxim 
Neb.—Ratigan v. Davis, 175 Neb. 416, 122 N.W.2d 12 (1963). 
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2 U.S.—St. Paul Trust & Sav. Bank v. American Clearing Co., 291 F. 212 (S.D. Fla. 1923), aff'd, 10 F.2d 
1017 (C.C.A. 5th Cir. 1926). 
3 Neb.—Swanson v. State, Dept. of Educ., 249 Neb. 466, 544 N.W.2d 333 (1996). 
Neb.—Ratigan v. Davis, 175 Neb. 416, 122 N.W.2d 12 (1963). 
5 N.H.—Opinion of the Justices, 143 N.H. 429, 725 A.2d 1082, 133 Ed. Law Rep. 172 (1999). 
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